Parental experience of family stress during hematopoietic stem cell transplantation of pediatric patients in germ-free isolation in Taiwan.
This qualitative inquiry study used convenience sampling through in-depth interviews to obtain life experiences and feelings of parents while their children underwent hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. Eleven parents of children younger than 18 years undergoing hematopoietic stem cell transplantation in a medical center in north Taiwan consented to participate in this study and provide oral and written responses in Mandarin or Taiwanese. Semistructured interviews lasting 60 minutes were conducted privately and audiotaped. Verbatim transcriptions of the interviews were examined by the content analysis method. The trustworthiness of the data was examined by Lincoln and Guba (Naturalistic Inquiry. Newbury Park, Calif: Sage; 1985) principles. Results indicated that family stress experiences of parents of children undergoing hematopoietic stem cell transplants include 4 themes: parental psychological distress, family lifestyle disturbances, parents' coping patterns, and family resources. The results of this study provide evidence of the nature of parents' experiences while their children undergo hematopoietic stem cell transplantation and provide guidelines for family-centered nursing care.